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The School and Community 
 
 
The practicum, comprised of seventy-five hours of observation and one hundred 
and fifty hours of student teaching in a classroom, required by the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute’s Teaching Preparation Program, was completed at Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School (SHRHS).  Shepherd Hill is located on Dudley-Oxford Road in the South Central 
Massachusetts town of Dudley.  Although the school is located in Dudley, it consists of 
students from the neighboring town of Charlton as well. (Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School) 
Charlton was incorporated in 1755 and was a small farming community.  Mills 
and small shops were the only other commercial enterprises within the community.  Prior 
to Shepherd Hill’s establishment in 1973, Charlton’s high school required double 
sessions to meet the demands of the population.  (Shepherd Hill Regional High School) 
As of the most current United States Census, the population in Charlton is 11,263 
with the majority of the population being white at 98.1 percent.  The Hispanic population, 
at 1 percent, generates the second largest ethnic group in the small town.  The rest of the 
population is comprised of 0.2 percent Black/African Americans, 70 individuals of two or 
more ethnicities, 38 individuals of some other ethnicities, 23 individuals of American 
Indian/Alaskan Natives and 7 Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders.  (American Towns) 
Charlton’s household population as of the most recent census is 11,066 with 4,008 
housing units, and 94.5 percent of those units being occupied.  The monthly owner cost 
for those with mortgages is above national average at 1,207 dollars.  The monthly owner 
cost for those without mortgages is also above national average at 335 dollars.  The 
median household income is 60,033 dollars, while the median family income was 70,208 
both above national values.  However, 4.9 percent of families in Charlton and 5.6 percent 
of individuals are below poverty level.  (American Towns) 
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Dudley, on the other hand, was incorporated in 1732 and was mainly an 
agricultural community.  However, the textile industry was prominent in this smaller 
town.  Unlike Charlton, prior to Shepherd Hill’s establishment, Dudley did not have a 
high school.  Thus the town paid out of town tuition for its students to attend neighboring 
schools.  (Shepherd Hill Regional High School) 
As of the most current United States Census the population in Dudley is 10,036 
with 96.8 percent of the population classified as white.  Similarly to Charlton the 
Hispanic population generates the second largest ethnic group with 2 percent of the 
population.  The remainder of the population is comprised of 0.5 percent Black/African 
Americans, 97 individuals of two or more ethnicities, 75 individuals of some other 
ethnicity, 74 individuals of Asian ethnicity, and 23 individuals of American 
Indian/Native Alaskan background.  (Amercian Towns) 
The housing population consists of 9,599 with 3,910 housing units 95.6 percent of 
them occupied.  The monthly owner cost for those with mortgages was 1,098 dollars, 
only ten dollars more than the national value.  The monthly owner cost for those without 
mortgages was 312 dollars, only slightly higher than the national values.  The median 
household income was 48,602 dollars and the median family income was 59,309 both of 
which almost mirrored the national values.  In Dudley 3.1 percent of families and 5.6 
percent of individuals were below poverty level, both numbers being lower than the 
national values, as was the case with Charlton. (Amercian Towns) 
The Dudley-Charlton school district maintains 4 public elementary schools, 2 
middle schools and SHRHS.  The schools receive partial funding from 47 percent of local 
property taxes. The school district’s per pupil expenditure was well below the national 
average at 6,441 dollars.  (Shepherd Hill Regional High School) 
In 1999 SHRHS was recognized as one of the one hundred outstanding high 
schools in the country.  This data was found and published by U.S. News and World 
Reports and is reflected in the MCAS scores.  The school’s scoring was higher than the 
states scores in all areas of the MCAS. (Shepherd Hill Regional High School) In 2010 
grade 10 students of the Dudley-Charlton Regional School District were tested in English 
Language arts, Mathematics and Science and Technology.   
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The scores were as follows for the district in English; 27 percent Advanced, 63 
percent Proficient, 9 percent Needs Improvement, 2 percent Warning/ Failing.  The 
scores for the State in English were as follows; 26 percent Advanced, 52 percent 
Proficient, 18 percent Needs Improvement, 4 percent Warning/Failing.  For Mathematics 
the districts scores were 51 percent Advanced, 32 percent Proficient, 15 percent Needs 
Improvement, 2 percent Warning/Failing.  For Mathematics the state’s scores were 50 
percent Advanced, 25 percent Proficient, 17 percent Needs Improvement, and 7 percent 
Warning/Failing.  The scores for Science were as follows for the district, 20 percent 
Advanced, 57 percent Proficient, 19 percent Needs Improvement and 5 percent 
Warning/Failing.  The scores for science were as follows for the state, 18 percent 
Advanced, 47 percent Proficient, 28 percent Needs Improvement and 8 percent 
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